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Great Vespers 
Christ is Risen 

 
Clergy: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and on those in the 
tombs bestowing life! (Twice) 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death. 
 
Choir:  
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Lord I Have Cried, in Tone IV 
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Resurrectional Stichera 

 
Stichos: Bring my soul out of prison. 
 

 
Bowing down unceasingly before Thy life-creating Cross, O Christ God,/ we glorify Thy 

resurrection on the third day;/ for thereby Thou hast restored corrupted human nature,/ O 
Almighty,/ and hast renewed for us the ascent of the heavens,// in that Thou alone art good 
and lovest mankind. 

Stichos: The righteous shall wait patiently for me/ until Thou shalt reward me. 
Thou hast loosed the penalty/ for the disobedience committed through the tree, O Sav-

ior,/ having been nailed of Thine own will to the Tree of the Cross;/ and having descended 
into hades, O Mighty One,/ as God Thou didst break asunder the bonds of death./ Wherefore, 
we worship Thy resurrection from the dead,/ crying out with joy:/ O Lord Almighty,// glory 
be to Thee! 

Stichos: Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord;/ O Lord, hear my voice. 
Thou didst break down the gates of hades, O Lord,// and didst destroy the kingdom of 

death;/ and Thou didst free the human race from corruption,// granting life, incorruption 
and great mercy to the world. 

Stichos: Let Thine ears be attentive/ to the voice of my supplication. 
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Come, O ye people, let us hymn the Savior’s rising on the third day,/ whereby we have 
been delivered from the unbreakable bonds of hades,/ and have all received incorruption 
and life, crying out:/ O Thou Who alone lovest mankind,/ Who wast crucified, buried and 
hast arisen,// save us by Thy resurrection! 

 
Stichera of the Midfeast, in Tone IV 

 
Stichos: If Thou shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord, who shall stand? 
 

 
The middle of the days is come, which beginneth with the Savior’s arising, the end 

whereof is sealed by the divine Pentecost, which is illumined by the radiance of both, and 
uniteth both; and showingforth the glory which is to come, it honoreth beforehand the Mas-
ter’s ascension. 

Stichos: For Thy name’s sake have I patiently waited for Thee, O Lord, my soul hath waited 
patiently for Thy word,/ my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

Sion heard and was glad when the resurrection of Christ was announced; and its faithful 
children rejoiced, seeing Him Who by the Spirit washeth away the defilement wrought by 
the murder of Christ; and it maketh ready, celebrating the gladsome midpoint between the 
two feasts. 

Stichos: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch/ let Israel hope in 
the Lord. 

As hath been written, the abundant out pouring of the divine Spirit upon all draweth 
nigh. This proclaimeth beforehand the day fixed as the midpoint after the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ, which was given by Him to the disciples as a true promise pointing to 
the appearance of the Comforter. 
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Sticheron of the Samaritan Woman, in Tone I 
 
Stichos: For with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption.  
 

 
Thou didst arrive at the well at the sixth hour, O Wellspring of miracles, in pursuit of the 

fruit of Eve; for Eve at the same hour departed from paradise because of the deception of the 
serpent. The Samaritan woman came to draw water, and when He saw her the Savior said: 
“Give Me water to drink, and I will satisfy thee with flowing waters.” And hastening to the 
city, the prudent one straightway told the people: “Come and see Christ the Lord, the Savior 
of our souls!” 

 
Stichera of the Samaritan Woman, in Tone II 

 
Stichos: O praise the Lord, all ye nations. 
 

 
When the Lord came to the well, the Samaritan woman besought the Compassionate One: 

“Give me the water of faith, and I shall receive the waters of the font, joy and deliverance!” O 
Lord, glory to Thee! 

Stichos: For He hath made His mercy to prevail over us,/ and the truth of the Lord abideth 
forever. 

The Son Who with the Father is equally without beginning and equally eternal, the Well-
spring of healings, came to the well, and a woman of Samaria arrived to draw water. When 
the Savior saw her, He said: “Give Me water to drink, and go, summon thy husband.” But she, 
speaking as to a man, and not to God, sought to conceal, saying: “I have no husband.” Then 
said the Teacher unto her: “Thou hast spoken the truth when thou didst say: ‘I have no hus-
band’; for thou hast had five, and him whom thou now hast is not thy husband.” And mar-
veling at his words, she hastened to the city, and cried out to the people, saying: “Come and 
see the Christ, Who granteth the world great mercy!”  
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Glory, in Tone VI 
 

 
Finding a Samaritan woman by the Well of Jacob, Jesus, Who covereth the earth with 

clouds, asked water of her. O the wonder! He Who is upborne by the cherubim conversed 
with a harlot woman; He Who hath suspended the earth upon the waters asked for water; 
He Who poureth forth springs and lakes of water seeketh water, although He truly desired 
to draw to Himself her who was entrapped by the adverse foe, and to give the water of life 
for her to drink who was grievously consumed in unseemly deeds, for He alone is compas-
sionate and loveth mankind. 

 
  



 

7 

Both Now, in Tone IV 
 

 
Dogmatic Theotokion, in Tone IV 

 
The Prophet David, the forefather of God,/ for thy sake gave voice beforehand in psalm-

ody concerning thee,/ unto Him Who in thee accomplished mighty works:/ the Queen stood 
at Thy right hand./ For God Whose good pleasure it was to become incarnate of thee without 
father/ showed thee, His Mother, to be the mediatress of life,/ that He might renew His image 
which had become corrupt through the passions;/ and having found the sheep which had 
strayed among the mountains and become lost,/ He taketh it upon His shoulders/ and bring-
eth it to His Father;/ and Christ, Who is possessed of great and rich mercy,/ in accordance 
with His will, uniteth it with the hosts of heaven,// and saveth the world, O Theotokos. 
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Sticheron of the Aposticha, in Tone IV 
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Pascal Stichera 
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Glory, Tone VIII 

 

 
When for Thine ineffable dispensation/ Thou didst appear in the flesh, O Christ God,/ 

The Samaritan woman, hearing the words of Thee Who lovest mankind,/ left her water-jar 
by the well,/ and hastened to tell those in the city:/ “Come and see Him Who knoweth 
men’s hearts!/ Can He be the awaited Christ,// Who hath great mercy?” 
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Both Now 
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Matins 
Christ is Risen 

 

 
  

Thrice 
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God is the Lord, in Tone IV 
 

 
Troparion of the Resurrection, in Tone IV 

 

 
  

Four times 
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Glory…, Both now… 

 
Troparion of the Midfeast, in Tone VIII 

 
In the middle of the feast quench Thou the thirst of my soul with the waters of piety, for 

Thou didst cry out unto all, O Savior: “Let him who thirsteth come to Me and drink!” O Christ 
God, Thou Wellspring of life, glory to Thee! 
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First Sessional Hymns, in Tone IV 
Gazing upon the entrance to the tomb, and unable to endure the angel of flame, the 

myrrh-bearing women marvelled, trembling, and said: “Hath He been stolen away Who hath 
opened paradise to the thief? Or hath He risen Who even before His suffering proclaimed His 
resurrection? Truly, Christ hath risen, granting life and resurrection unto those in hades!” 

Stichos: Arise, O Lord my God, let Thy hand be lifted high; forget not Thy paupers to the 
end. 

Special Melody: Go Thou quickly before…:  
Thou didst arise from the tomb as One Immortal, O Savior, and by Thy power didst raise 

Thy world up with Thyself, O Christ our God; in might Thou didst crush the dominion of 
death, O Merciful One, and hast shown forth the resurrection unto all. Wherefore, we glorify 
Thee, O Thou Who alone lovest mankind! 

Glory…, Both now…, Theotokion: 
The mystery hidden from before the ages and unknown even to the angels, through thee, 

O Theotokos, hath been revealed to those on earth: God incarnate in an unconfused union 
Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake and, thereby raising up the first-formed man, 
hath saved our souls from death. 

 
Second Sessional Hymns, in Tone IV 

Having descended from the heights of heaven and approached the stone where the Stone 
of life had lain, Gabriel, arrayed in white, cried out to those who wept: “Cease your cries of 
lamentation, O ye who have mercy now with you! Be of good cheer, for He Whom ye seek, 
weeping, hath truly arisen! Wherefore, cry out to the apostles that the Lord hath risen! And 
receiving this joy, worship the Risen One! Be ye of good cheer, that Eve also may rejoice!” 

Stichos: I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart, I will tell of all Thy wonders. 
In Thy voluntary counsel Thou didst endure the Cross, O Savior, and in a new tomb mortal 

men laid Thee Who by Thy word didst create the ends of the earth. Wherefore, the alien one 
was bound, death taken grievously captive; and all those in hades cried out to Thy life-bear-
ing resurrection: Christ hath risen, remaining the Bestower of life forever! 

Glory…, Both now…, Theotokion: 
Joseph marveled, beholding that which transcendeth nature, and pondering thy seedless 

conception he dwelt in thought upon the dew which fell upon the fleece, the bush uncon-
sumed by the fire, and the rod of Aaron which put forth branches. And thy guardian and be-
trothed cried out to the priests: “The Virgin giveth birth, and even after birthgiving remain-
eth virgin!” 

 
Hypacoï, in Tone IV 

Running on before, the myrrh-bearing women proclaimed Thine all-glorious arising to 
the apostles, O Christ: how, as God, Thou didst arise, granting great mercy to the world. 
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Hymns of Ascent, in Tone IV 
Antiphon I  
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Antiphon II 

From the depths of my soul have I cried out to Thee, O Lord.// Let Thy divine ears be 
attentive unto me. 

Everyone who hath set his hope on the Lord// is higher than all who sorrow. 
Glory…, Both now…  

Through the Holy Spirit do streams of grace flow,/ watering all creation,// unto its enliv-
ening. 

 
Antiphon III 

Let my heart be lifted up unto Thee, O Word,/ and let none of the delights of the world 
beguile me,// unto my weakening. 

We who have love for our mothers// must needs be yet more ardent in our love for the 
Lord. 

Glory…, Both now… 
From the Holy Spirit is the richness of divine vision,/ sight and wisdom;// for in Him doth 

the Word reveal all the precepts of the Father. 
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Prokeimenon, in Tone IV 
 

 
Arise, O Lord, help us, and redeem us for Thy name’s sake.  
Stichos: O God, with our ears have we heard. 
 

Let Every Breath Praise the Lord, in Tone IV 
 

 
Matins Gospel 7, John §63 (20:1-10) 
 

  



 

26 

Canon 
Ode I 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
the composition of Andrew of Crete, in Tone VIII 

 
Irmos: Thou didst bring the sea together, engulfing proud Pharaoh and his army, and didst 

save the people dryshod, O Lord; and Thou didst lead them to the mountain of holiness, and they 
cried: We sing unto Thee, our God, a hymn of victory, for Thou hast been glorified! 

Clap your hands, ye nations! Weep, O ye Jews! For Christ, the Bestower of life, hath broken 
the bonds of hades, hath raised up the dead, and cured the sick by His word. He is our God, 
Who giveth life to those who believe in His name. 

Thou didst show forth a miracle, turning water into wine, O Master Who in Egypt turned 
the rivers into blood; and Thou hast raised up the dead, completing this second sign. Glory 
to Thine ineffable counsel! Glory to Thy self-abasement, whereby Thou hast renewed us! 

As the ever-flowing stream of true life, O Lord, Thou art our resurrection, although Thou 
didst labor, O my Savior, and didst willingly endure thirst, submitting to the laws of nature; 
and having gone to Sychar in the flesh, Thou didst ask the Samaritan woman for water to 
drink. 

Theotokion: Thou alone didst contain thy Creator in thy womb, O Theotokos, didst inef-
fably give birth to Him in the flesh, and didst remain virgin, who wast in nowise defiled in 
thy virginity. Ever unceasingly entreat Him as thy Son and God in behalf of thy flock. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

the composition of Joseph, in Tone IV 
 
Irmos: O Thou Who didst smite Egypt and drown the tyrant Pharaoh in the sea, Thou didst 

save from slavery the people who like Moses chanted a hymn of victory, for Thou hast been 
glorified. 

He Who was buried hath risen and raised with Him the human race. Let all creation re-
joice, and let the noetic clouds manifestly drop righteousness today! 

Of Thine own will accepting the Cross in the flesh, Thou didst rise from the dead on the 
third day, O Lord, Origin of life, emptying the treasuries of hades, and leading up the fettered 
souls. 

Seeing the angel’s shining countenance, the myrrh-bearing women fled from the sepul-
cher with fear; but learning of the arising of Christ, they hastened to tell the disciples. 

O Lord Who coverest the chambers with the waters, Who art the Water of life, Thou gav-
est Thy precious water unto the Samaritan woman who asked it of Thee and understood Thy 
compassion. 

Triadicon: O Trinity — Father, Son and Spirit — as Creator of all save those who glorify 
Thee with pure faith, and grant us cleansing of sins, in that Thou art all-good. 

Theotokion: Rejoice, O fiery throne! Rejoice, O candlestand all of gold! Rejoice, cloud of 
the Light! Rejoice, palace of the Word and noetic table which bore Christ, the Bread of life, as 
is meet! 
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Katavasia – Ode I 
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Ode III 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: My heart is established in the Lord; my horn is exalted in my God; my mouth is en-

larged over mine enemies. I am glad in Thy salvation. 
“Be ye not ones who judge by appearances, O Jews,” the Master said, teaching, when He 

went to the Temple, at the midfeast of the Law, as it is written. 
Be ye not ones who judge by appearances, O Jews, for Christ is come, Whom the prophets 

called Him Who cometh from Sion and restoreth the world. 
Even if ye do not believe His words, O Jews, believe the works of the Master. Why do ye 

deceive yourselves, ye who reject the Holy One, of Whom Moses wrote in the Law? 
Theotokion: O Lord, as One of the Trinity Thou didst appear without changing Thine es-

sence; neither didst Thou consume the incorrupt womb of her who gave Thee birth, though 
Thou art God and Fire. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

 
Irmos: My heart hath been established in the Lord Who giveth supplication to him who pray-

eth; for the bow of the mighty is become weak, and the strengthless have girded themselves with 
power. 

Of Thine own will wast Thou lifted up upon the Tree, O Word, and beholding this, the 
stones fell down and all creation made obeisance; and the dead in the graves arose as from 
sleep. 

Seeing Thee come with Thy soul unto hades, O Word, the souls of the righteous were 
released from their eternal bonds, and they hymned Thy power, which is past understanding. 

“Why marvel ye? Why seek ye with myrrh the Master in the tomb? He hath risen, and 
raised up the world with Himself!” the radiant angel declared to the myrrh-bearing women. 

As Life and the Wellspring of immortality, O compassionate Lord, Thou didst sit by the 
well, and didst fill with Thine all-wise water the Samaritan woman who asked it of Thee and 
hymneth Thee. 

Triadicon: The One Who is God over all things is hymned in Trinity- the Father, the Son 
and the divine Spirit-Whom the heavenly ranks glorify with fear, crying out clearly: Holy, 
Holy, Holy art Thou, O Lord! 

Theotokion: Having ineffably conceived in thy womb, O Virgin Mother, in manner past 
understanding and recounting thou gavest birth to the God of all, remaining a virgin as thou 
wast before giving birth, O Bride of God. 
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Katavasia – Ode III 
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Kontakion, Tone VIII 
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Ikos 
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44 

 

 
 

 
  

Who     is    wrapped 
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Sessional hymn of the Samaritan woman, in Tone IV 
Special Melody: Having been lifted up… - 

 
Let heaven rejoice and let those on earth join chorus, for, having appeared from the Virgin 

as a man, by His death Christ hath delivered all humanity from corruption. He Who shone 
forth in miracles giveth a wellspring of healings to the Samaritan woman who asked for wa-
ter, in that He alone is immortal. 

 
Glory…, Both now…:  

 
Sessional of the Midfeast, in the same melody 

 
O Master and Bestower of wisdom, Thou didst stand forth during the feast of the Law, 

and, sitting down in the Temple, didst teach, saying thus unto all: “Come, ye who thirst, and 
drink the water which I will give you, whereby, all ye men, ye shall enjoy life and sustenance 
from God.” 
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Ode IV 
 

 
 

 
  

Ab-    ba-    chum 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: With noetic eyes the Prophet Habbakuk foresaw Thy coming, O Lord; wherefore he 

cried aloud: “God shall come out of Theeman!” Glory to Thy power! Glory to Thy condescension! 
If the Messiah must needs come, and Christ is the Messiah, why, then, O ye iniquitous 

ones, do ye not believe in Him? Behold, He is come and beareth witness to the things He hath 
done: He hath turned water into wine and restored the paralytic by His word. 

Failing to understand the Scriptures, all of you iniquitous Jews are deceived; for the Christ 
hath truly come: He hath enlightened all, and shown you many signs and wonders. In vain do 
ye deny the true Life! 

“One thing have I shown you, and still ye all marvel?” Christ cried to the Jews. “Ye will 
circumcise a man on the Sabbath,” He said, “Why will ye yet slander Me, Who by a word have 
raised up a paralytic?” Theotokion: O pure Virgin Mother, who didst uncircumscribably con-
tain God in thy womb, cease not to pray for us, that through thee we may be delivered from 
evil circumstances, for we ever flee unto thee. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

 
Irmos: I heard report of Thee, O God, and I was afraid; I understood Thy works, O Lord, and 

I was filled with awe, for the earth is full of Thy praise. Let the heavens be glad, and let all 
creation celebrate! The Lord hath risen and appeared to all His all-wise apostles! 

Thy power was swallowed up, O death, when Christ died, and by His arising the dead 
issued forth from the graves as from chambers. 

“Why do ye lament, O women? Why seek ye the Immortal One with myrrh? He is risen, as 
He said!” the angel said to the myrrh-bearing women. 

Unto the Samaritan woman who asked didst Thou give water, the knowledge of Thy do-
minion, O Lord; wherefore, hymning Thee, she will never thirst again. 

Triadicon: O transcendent Trinity — Father, Word and divine Spirit — one in power, 
equally without beginning! Save us all, who hymn Thee with faith. 

Theotokion: Of old, the law-giver beheld thee as a bush unburnt; and Daniel envisioned 
thee as a holy mountain, O only Virgin Mother and Mistress. 
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Katavasia – Ode IV 
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Ode V 
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58 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: Grant us peace, O Lord our God. O Lord our God, take us for Thy possession. O Lord, 

we know none other than Thee; we call upon Thy name. 
Thou didst adorn Thine apostles with miracles, and didst magnify the disciples with won-

ders, and hast glorified them throughout the world, O our Savior, giving them Thy kingdom. 
The disciples enlightened all the ends of the earth with miracles and teachings, preaching 

the word of Thy kingdom, O Christ our Savior, in divers ways. 
We send up praise to Thy kingdom, and we offer hymnody unto Thee, O Word, Who for 

our sake didst appear on the earth, hast enlightened the world, and restored Adam. 
Theotokion: Thy womb became a holy table holding the Bread of heaven, of which when 

any man eateth It, he doth not die, as He, the Nourisher of all, hath said, O Theotokos. 
 

Canon of the Samaritan Woman 
 
lrmos: Shine forth upon me the light of Thy precepts, O Lord, for my spirit riseth early unto 

Thee and hymneth Thee: for Thou art our God, and I flee to Thee, O King of peace. 
Having risen early and reached Thy holy sepulcher, the myrrh-bearers beheld a radiant 

youth and were filled with awe, learning of Thine arising, O Christ. 
Death hath been slain, hades been made captive, and those in bonds set free by the res-

urrection of Christ. Let us rejoice and clap our hands, celebrating with splendor. 
O ye apostles, leap up! Ye angels, join chorus! All ye people, rejoice! The Lord is risen; 

corruption hath been overthrown; grief hath ceased; and Adam danceth! 
O Lord, Who art the Source of life, of old Thou gavest the water of remission and under-

standing unto the Samaritan woman who asked it; wherefore, we hymn Thine ineffable com-
passions. 

Triadicon: We worship the Creator, Lord and Master of all, the Unity in three Hypostases, 
the consubstantial Trinity — the Father, Word, and Holy Spirit — the one God indivisible in 
nature. 

Theotokion: O pure one, we call thee the impassable gate, the uncultivated field, the ark 
and jar containing the Manna, the candlestand, and the censer of the immaterial Coal. 
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Katavasia – Ode V 
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Ode VI 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: Like the waters of the sea am I tossed about by the waves of life, O Thou Who lovest 

mankind. Wherefore, like Jonah I cry to Thee: Lead up my life from corruption, O compassionate 
Lord! 

O Jesus, Who sustainest all the ends of the earth, Thou didst go up and teach the word of 
truth to the people in the Temple at the mid-point of the feast, as John crieth out. 

Thou didst do the work of the Father, and didst lend credence to Thy words by Thy deeds, 
working healings and signs, O Savior: restoring the paralytic, cleansing lepers, and raising up 
the dead. 

The beginningless Son received a beginning, assuming our humanity when He became 
man; and at the mid-feast He taught, saying: “Haste ye to the ever-flowing fountain, and draw 
forth life!” 

Theotokion: We hymn thee as Virgin after giving birth, and we glorify thee as the only 
Virgin and Mother, O Maiden Bride of God; for from thee was God truly incarnate, renewing 
us. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

 
The iniquitous ones nailed Thee to the Cross and pierced Thee with a spear, O Christ; and 

the noble Joseph buried Thee in a new sepulcher, arising from whence with glory, O Savior, 
Thou didst resurrect all creation, which hymneth Thy dominion. 

With might Thou didst break down the bars and gates of hades, and as God Thou didst 
arise. And meeting the women, Thou didst say to them “Rejoice!” and didst send them to tell 
the disciples: Life hath risen, and He is seen Who enlighteneth the ends of the earth! 

“Why weep ye? Why bear ye myrrh as to one dead, O women? Christ is risen, leaving the 
grave clothes empty!” the exceedingly radiant youth who appeared to them of old cried out; 
“Tell ye His friends of His arising!” 

As an abundant stream of life and an abyss of mercy, O Good One, while Thou wast trav-
eling Thou didst sit by the well of the oath, and didst cry out to the Samaritan woman: “Give 
Me water to drink, that thou mayest receive the water of remission!” 

Triadicon: With the incorporeal hosts I hymn with faith the unoriginate Father, the Son 
Who is equally enthroned, and the consubstantial Spirit — the one Essence, Nature and 
Glory, the One Kingship, the God and Creator of all, the Fashioner of all. 

Theotokion: O pure one, we hymn thee as the only virgin who hath given birth and kept 
her womb undefiled — the throne of the Lord, the gate and mountain, the noetic candlestand, 
the most splendid chamber of God, the tabernacle of glory, the ark, the jar and the table. 
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Katavasia – Ode VI 
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Kontakion of the Samaritan Woman, in Tone VIII 
Special Melody: As the first fruits… 

 
The Samaritan woman who came to the well with faith/ beheld Thee, the Water of wis-

dom;/ and having drunk thereof abundantly,/ she, the renowned one,// hath forever inher-
ited the kingdom on high. 

 
Ikos: Let us listen to the pure mysteries which took place in Samaria, as John teacheth us: 

how a woman conversed with the Lord, asking water of Him Who gathered the waters into 
their form, and Who is equally enthroned with the Father and the Spirit; for He came, seeking 
His image, as One Who is eternally ever glorious. 
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Ode VII 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: The Chaldæan furnace, burning with fire, was bedewed by the Spirit through the 

presence of God; and the children chanted: Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers! 
Thou didst labor in the flesh, O Rest of all; and of Thine own will Thou didst thirst, O 

Wellspring of miracles; and Thou didst ask for water, O Jesus Who dost announce the water 
of life. 

Thou didst converse with the Samaritan woman, O Lord, reproaching the mindlessness 
of the iniquitous Jews; and she believed Thee to be the Son of God, Whom they have denied. 

Let us, who eat the bread of the Flesh of the Lord, who receive the Blood from the side of 
the Master, conduct ourselves in newness of spirit, living by grace. 

Theotokion: In thy womb thou didst contain the uncontainable Word; with thy breasts 
thou didst give suck to Him Who nourisheth the world; and in thine embrace thou didst bear 
Him Who upholdeth us, O pure Theotokos. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

 
Irmos: Deliver us not up utterly, for Thy holy name’s sake, neither disannul Thou Thy cove-

nant, and cause not Thy mercy to depart from us, O Lord God of our fathers, Who art supremely 
hymned forever. 

Of Thine own will Thou wast reckoned with iniquitous men during Thy divine suffering, 
O Christ; and seeing this, the earth quaked, the stones fell at Thine all-accomplishing gesture, 
O Unapproachable One, and the dead of ages past arose. 

Having descended in soul to the nether regions of hades, Thou didst bravely lead up all 
those who were bound, whom death, the bitter tyrant, had received from ages past; and they 
cried out to Thee: O Christ God, glory to Thine awesome dispensation! 

“Why seek among the dead Him Who liveth forever? He hath risen, as He said. Behold, ye 
can see His grave-clothes and tomb empty,” said the youth who appeared to the myrrh-bear-
ing women; “Go, tell the apostles!” 

“Thou art the Water of life!” the Samaritan woman cried out to Christ; “Wherefore, O 
Word, ever give me, who thirst, to drink of Thy divine grace, that I may no longer be held in 
the burning heat of ignorance, O Lord Jesus, but may proclaim Thy mighty works.” 

Triadicon: We hymn the Father, the Son and the divine Spirit, the Trinity indivisible in 
essence, distinguished as to Persons, one Being, conjoined, unoriginate, the Creator and God 
of all, Whom all the ranks of heaven hymn. 

Theotokion: After thine awesome birthgiving thou wast preserved a pure virgin, O holy-
Theotokos; wherefore, all the angelic choirs and all the generations of men with unceasing 
voices hymn thee, the pure receptacle of the Uncontainable One. 
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Katavasia – Ode VII 
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Ode VIII 
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Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: O ye angels and heavens, bless, hymn and exalt supremely Him Who sitteth upon the 

throne of glory and as God is glorified unceasingly forever! 
Come, ye people, and behold Him Who is hymned on the throne of glory, but is blas-

phemed by iniquitous men; and seeing, hymn the Messiah Who was foretold by the prophets. 
Thou art truly the Christ, Who art come into the world, from Whom cometh salvation and 

the remission of our fathers’ offenses. Thou art truly Life for those who believe in Thee. 
The Wisdom of God stood forth and taught in the Temple at the midpoint of the feast, as 

is written; He is truly Christ the Messiah, through Whom cometh salvation. 
Theotokion: Tell us how didst thou give birth to Him Who shone forth timelessly from the 

Father and is hymned with the Holy Spirit? As He Who deigned to be born of thee alone 
knoweth, O Theotokos. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

 
Irmos: O Master Who hast created all things in Thy wisdom, Thou hast established the earth 

as a weight upon the deep, planting its foundation upon the boundless waters. Wherefore, we 
all cry out, chanting: Bless the Lord unceasingly, O ye works of the Lord! 

Of Thine own will Thou didst endure death, O only Immortal One. Thou didst make hades 
captive, didst break down the gates of brass, O King of heaven, and didst remove the prison-
ers held there from ages past, who unceasingly hymn the dominion of Thy goodness. 

Of Thine own will Thou wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Long-suffering One. Then the 
stones fell, the sun was extinguished, the veil of the Temple was rent in twain, the earth 
quaked; hades, utterly mocked, trembled and released all its prisoners. 

O Lord, as the never-waning Light and Life of all Thou didst appear to those sitting in 
darkness; wherefore, as the assembly of the righteous beheld Thee, O Word, they leapt up 
and cried: “Thou hast come to free from bonds all who hymn Thy dominion!” 

At the sixth hour, O Savior, Thou didst sit by the well, and didst give the Samaritan woman 
living water and the water of understanding, in Thy great compassion. With her do we all cry 
out, chanting: Bless the Lord unceasingly, O ye works of the Lord! 

We bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: the Lord. 
Triadicon: We hymn the unoriginate Father, the Son Who is equally without beginning, 

and the Holy Spirit- the one God in Three: unconfused, indivisible, the Creator of all, the one 
mighty Dominion and single Authority; and we cry out: Bless the Lord unceasingly, O ye 
works of the Lord! 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
Theotokion: Isaiah was purified by a burning coal, proclaiming beforehand the noetic Coal 

Who was incarnate of thee, O Virgin, in manner past understanding, Who consumeth all the 
tinder of the sins of men, and in His loving-kindness doth deify our nature, O most immacu-
late one. 
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We Praise, We Bless 
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Katavasia – Ode VIII 
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Ode IX 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 

92 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 

93 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 

94 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 

95 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 

96 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 

97 

Canon of the Midfeast 
 
Irmos: Foreign to mothers is virginity, and strange is childbirth to virgins; yet both were 

accomplished in thee, O Theotokos. Wherefore, all of us, the peoples of the world, magnify thee 
unceasingly. 

At the midpoint of the Jewish feast, Thou didst go up to Thy Temple, O my Savior, and 
teach all; and all the Jews marveled and said: “Whence doth He know the Scriptures, not hav-
ing studied them?” 

Pouring forth gifts of healing, O my Deliverer, Thou didst work wonders and signs, dis-
pelling sicknesses and curing the infirm. But the Jews were enraged by the multitude of His 
miracles. 

The Jew, being carnal, understandeth in a fleshly way and, pondering the Scriptures, he 
stumbleth over the letter, and again falleth against the spirit of the Truth; but we, rejecting 
this, contemplate spiritual things. 

Theotokion: O Virgin Mother, thou didst contain in thy womb Christ the Bestower of life, 
One of the Trinity, Whom all creation hymneth, and before Whom the heavenly thrones trem-
ble. Him do thou beseech, O most blessed one, that He save our souls. 

 
Canon of the Samaritan Woman 

 
Irmos: The God of lsrael hath wrought might with His arm; for He hath cast down the mighty 

from their thrones and exalted those of low degree, wherein the Dayspring from on high hath 
visited us, and guided us to the way of peace. 

Behold, Christ, the Life of all, was seen lifted up upon the Tree of His own will; and seeing 
these things, the earth quaked, and many of the bodies of the holy departed manifestly arose, 
and the prison of hades was shaken. 

Thou didst issue forth from the tomb like a comely bridegroom from his chamber, O 
Christ Who didst abolish the tyranny of death, Who with divine power didst break the bars 
of hades, and hast enlightened the world with the noetic light of Thine arising. 

Let us all now form spiritual choirs, that we may cry: The Lord is risen! Let the earth 
rejoice and heaven be glad! Let tl1e clouds drop showers of righteousness upon us who cel-
ebrate with splendor, hymning Christ! 

The Lord, the Life of the living and Wellspring of good things, Who richly poureth forth 
the water of doctrines, cried out to the woman: “Give Me water to drink, that I may give thee 
the water which drieth up the springs of thy sins.” 

Triadicon: One is Light indivisibly — the three-Sunned Unity, the unoriginate Father, Son 
and Spirit, the one Godhead, the Life and Creator of all. O ye faithful, with the incorporeal 
beings let us sing unto Him, uttering sacred words in thrice-holy hymns. 

Theotokion: As thou wast the abode of Light, O pure one, enlighten the eyes of my soul, 
which have been darkened by the many machinations of the enemy; and vouchsafe that with 
a pure heart I may clearly see the Light Who shone forth from thee in manner past under-
standing. 
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Katavasia – Ode IX 
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Holy is the Lord Our God, in Tone IV 
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Exapostilarion 
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Glory…:  

 
Exapostilarion of the Samaritan woman 

Special Melody: Hearken, ye women… 
 
Thou earnest to Samaria, O mine omnipotent Savior, and conversing with the woman 

didst ask for water to drink, O Thou Who didst pour forth water from an unquarried rock for 
the Hebrews. Thou didst bring her to faith, and she now enjoyeth life in the heavens forever. 

 
Both now…: 

 
Exapostilarion of the Midfeast 

 
At the mid-point of the feast, O Thou Who lovest mankind, Thou didst go to the Temple, 

and didst say: “Ye who are filled with thirst, come unto Me, and draw forth the living water 
which nourisheth, and whereby ye will all enjoy sustenance, grace and immortal life. 
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Let Every Breath Praise the Lord, in Tone IV 
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Psalms of Praise, in Tone IV 
 
Stichos: To do among them the judgment that is written. 
 

 
O Almighty Lord, Who endured the Cross and death,/ and rose from the dead,// we glo-

rify Thy resurrection! 
Stichos: Praise ye God in His saints,/ praise Him in the firmament of His power. 
By Thy Cross, O Christ,/ hast Thou freed us from the ancient curse;/ by Thy death hast 

Thou set at naught the devil who tormenteth our nature;/ and by Thine arising hast Thou 
filled all with joy./ Wherefore, we cry aloud to Thee:// O Lord Who hast risen from the dead, 
glory be to Thee! 

Stichos: Praise Him for His mighty acts,/ praise Him according to the multitude of His 
greatness. 

By Thy Cross, O Christ our Savior,/ guide us to Thy truth, and deliver us from the snares 
of the enemy./ O Thou Who hast risen from the dead,/ through the supplications of Thy 
saints/ do Thou raise us up who have fallen through sin,/ stretching forth Thy hand to us,// 
O Lord Who lovest mankind. 

Stichos: Praise Him with the sound of trumpet,/ praise Him with psaltery and harp. 
Without separating Thyself from the bosom of the Father,/ O only-begotten Son of God,/ 

Thou didst come to earth in Thy love for mankind,/ becoming a man immutable;/ and Thou 
didst endure death in the flesh,/ O Thou Who in Thy divinity art foreign to suffering./ And 
having risen from the dead,/ Thou hast given immortality to the human race,// in that Thou 
alone art Almighty. 

Stichos: Praise Him with timbrel and dance,/ praise Him with strings and flute. 
Thou didst accept death in the flesh,/ mediating immortality for us, O Savior,/ and didst 

make Thine abode in the tomb,/ that Thou mightest free us from hades, raising us up with 
Thyself./ Therefore, Thou didst suffer as a man, but didst rise as God,/ for which cause we 
cry out:/ Glory to Thee, O Lord,// Bestower of life, Who alone lovest mankind! 

Stichos: Praise Him with tuneful cymbals, praise Him with cymbals of jubilation./ Let 
every breath praise the Lord. 

The stones fell, O Savior,/ when Thy Cross was planted on Golgotha;/ and the gatekeep-
ers of hades were struck with fear/ when Thou wast laid in the tomb as one dead./ For Thou, 
O Savior Who hast set at naught the might of death,/ hast by Thy resurrection granted incor-
ruption unto all the dead.// O Lord, Bestower of life, glory be to Thee! 
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Sticheron of the Samaritan Woman in Tone III 
 
Stichos: Bend thy bow, and proceed prosperously, and be king, because of truth and 

meekness and righteousness. 
Let heaven and earth rejoice with splendor today, for Christ hath revealed Himself incar-

nate as a man, that He might release Adam from the universal curse; and coming to Samaria, 
He made Himself wondrous through miracles: He Who investeth the clouds with waters 
stood before a woman, asking for water. Wherefore, all ye faithful, let us worship Him Who 
of His own will impoverished Himself for our sake in His compassionate counsel. 

 
Tone VI 

 
Stichos: Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity. 
Thus saith the Lord to the Samaritan woman: “If thou hadst known the gift of God, and 

Who it is Who saith to thee: ‘Give Me water to drink,’ thou wouldst have asked Him, and He 
would have given thee drink, that thou mightest never thirst.” 

 
Glory, in Tone VI 

 

 
Jesus our Savior, the Wellspring of the principle of life, coming to the well of the Patriarch 

Jacob, asked water to drink from a woman of Samaria. When she said that this was not ac-
ceptable to the Jews, the wise Creator led her by His sweet words rather to ask for everlasting 
water, which receiving, she proclaimed to all, saying: “Come and see God, the Seer of hidden 
things, Who is come in the flesh to save man!” 

 
Both now…, Theotokion in Tone II. 

 



 

 

 
Конeцъ, и3 бGу нaшему слaва. 

The end, and to our God be the glory! 
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